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Pastor Scott’s Scripts: 

 

On Monday the stock market surged almost 300 points higher based on the news that “Black 

 Friday” spending reached record levels.  A record 226 million consumers visited stores and 

shopped online between Thursday and Sunday, up 14 million from last year.  Once again our society 

is in a relentless pursuit of “buying” a Merry Christmas. 

 

One of the great villains of Christmas….Dr. Seuss’ Grinch tried to destroy Christmas by trying to 

stop it from coming.  He stole every gift, every decoration, every candy cane he could find…...he 

even stuffed a Christmas tree up a chimney!!  After all his hard work the Grinch was really looking 

forward to hearing all the cries and sobs when the Who’s wake up to discover that their Christmas 

has been stolen.  But when he  listened in , boy was he surprised:  

       Every Who down in Who-ville, the tall and the small, 

       Was singing!  Without any presents at all! 

       He hadn’t stopped Christmas from coming!  It came! 

       Somehow or other, it came just the same! 

 

       And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice-cold in the snow, 

       Stood puzzling and puzzling:  “How could it be so? 

       “It came without ribbons!  It came without tags! 

         It came without packages, boxes or bags!” 

 

         And he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler was sore. 

         Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn’t before! 

         “Maybe Christmas,” he thought, “doesn’t come from a store. 

         “Maybe Christmas….means a little bit more!” 

 

It is sad when a grouch like Grinch discovers something that we as an entire society just don’t seem 

to get.  Because unlike Mr. Grinch most of us still think that Christmas  DOES come from a store.  

But you know what, Christmas can’t be bought in a store, baked in an oven or lit with family lights. 

As Mark Ridley says so well,  “The truth is Christmas is a gift, Christmas itself is a gift.  Christmas 

comes without ribbons, it comes without tags, it comes without packages, boxes or bags!” 

 

Christmas comes because God made the choice to come to earth in the form of a human being and 

chose to dwell among us. Perhaps Martin Luther said it best, “We chase after so many vein and 

foolish things and yet we ignore the greatest gift, God sending us his own son.” 

So not even Black Friday, Cyber Monday or even the Grinch can steal Christmas from us.  Let us  

remember that Christmas is a simple yet extraordinary gift wrapped tenderly in a manger in a baby 

called Jesus.  Let us celebrate that gift this Christmas and as we do we will discover the true  

meaning of a MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

See ya in church 

Pastor Scott  



December, 2011  VOLUNTEERS 
 

 

December 4 
   Greeters:            Jim & Jane Hulke             

    Ushers:                 Jerry & Kathy Runice; Rudy & Diane Jolivette  
    Coffee Hour Hostesses:    Jayne Bissen; Diane Loomis; Ellen Soper  

    Coffee Hour Sponsor:    Tom & Kay Banasik 

    Tribune Sponsor:                  NEED VOLUNTEERð$9 
    Liturgist:         Darla Severtson 

    Counters:                               Glenn Peterson; Laura Walters  

    Communion Servers:            Kevin Colburn; Jeff Alexander; Cindy Adams; Jim Darnell  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

December 11 

    Greeters:         Wes & Maureen Tabbert  

    Ushers:             Bill & Ellen Soper; Debby Skogen; Linda Betsinger  

    Coffee Hour Hostesses:        Ann Turk; Judy Johnston; Mary Hauser  

    Coffee Hour Sponsor:           COOKIE WALK COOKIES 

    Tribune Sponsor:                  Ruth Richards 

    Liturgist:           Joyce Shanks  

    Counters:         Brian Akey; Kevin Colburn  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

December 18 

    Greeters:             Noreen Twite & Paula Paulus  

    Ushers:            Ray & Ginny Wiatt; Jim Darnell; Hazel Tyler  

    Coffee Hour Hostesses:      Sandy Aukes; Amanda Jurgensen; Connie Hauser 

    Coffee Hour Sponsor:           Sharon Sugg 

    Tribune Sponsor:                  NEED VOLUNTEERð$9 

    Liturgist:             Ray Wiatt  

    Counters:                               Rob Bean; Gale Grimslid 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

December 25 

    Greeters:       MERRY CHRISTMAS  

    Ushers:         Gene & Carolyn McNurlen; Bob & Suzy Zenker  
    Coffee Hour Hostesses:    MERRY CHRISTMAS  

    Coffee Hour Sponsor:           NO COFFEE HOUR 
    Tribune Sponsor:                  Rich & Mary Hauser Family 

    Liturgist:        MERRY CHRISTMAS  

    Counters:             Sue Leathen; Lisa Colburn  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

DEACONS CORNER 

 

Hospital Callers (December):   
                                 Mayo Health Clinic:  Arch & Cathy Harris 
                                 Gundersen:             Sue & Bill Leathen  
Communion Preparers:   
                            December 4, 2011:   Jim & Julie Rasmusson 
                                                        
Next Meeting:   
               Sunday, Dec. 4, following the 10:00 a.m. Service 

 

 
GROCERY RECEIPTS 

We are currently collecting receipts for October,  
November & December. 

 

 
WAFER 

Please continue to donate nonperishable food items in  
the basket located in the Narthex!!  

TAX TIPS FROM OUR TREASURER: 

 

IRS regulations require that all contributions for 2011  

be dated and/or postmarked by December 31, 2011. 

 

All contribution receipts will be mailed on or before  

January 31, 2012.  Should your receipt be incorrect,  

please talk with me as soon as possible for an  

adjusted statement. 

         Thanks 

         Peggy Opland 

         North Presbyterian Church Treasurer 

MONDAY MEALS 

 

WHEN:  Monday, December 12 

WHERE:  St. Luke’s Methodist Church 

 

If you are able to help please see or call Rosie at 781-5690! 
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     December  

    Birthdays!! 
 

 
        2 Julie Schroeder 
        3 Joan Zielke 
        4 Chuck Carpenter 
           Curt Rice Jr. 
        7     Pat Markos 
        8 Scott Hauser 
           John Conder 
           Terry Springer 
        9 James Taylor 
      10  Kathy Sierp 
      11  David Richards 
           Tina McWain 
           Lance Jurgensen 
      13  Edna Quain 
           Kathleen Snyder 
      14  Chase Ostrem 
      16  Linda Payne 

   Lisa Colburn 
      17  Marge Revie 
      18  Holly Grimslid 
               Bonnie Clements 
      19     Cooper Molling 
           Cathy Harris 
      20  Maureen Runyon 
           Tiffany Bean 
           Andrew Akey 
      22  Dan Springer 
      24  Emily Turk 
      25     Jesus 
      26     Carol Smith 
      27  Lloyd Payne 
      29  Barb Akey 
      30  Ron Carpenter 

    Grant Soper 
            Sam Schroeder  
                Chandler Gavin  
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21st Anniversary 
Christmas Cookie Walk 

Saturday, December 10, 2011 

7:30 A.M. TO 11:00 A.M. 

Sign-up sheets for the dates below are in the Narthex.  

Please help us out by volunteering!! 

                              WEDNESDAY, December 7th ï 6:00 p.m. 
                                  *Decorate Fellowship Hall 

                                  *Dinner Provided!!! 

 

                               FRIDAY, December 9th ï 7:00 a.m. ï 6:00 p.m. 

                                   *Arrange Cookies 

                                   *Weigh Candy 

                                   *Price Items 

 

                               SATURDAY, December 10th - 7:00 a.m. ï 11:00 a.m. 

                                    *Replenishing Cookies 

                                    *Weighing & Packaging Purchases 

                                    *Cashiering 

                                    *Cleaning up and washing dishes 

 

 

If you are baking cookies or making candy please drop them off on 

Friday, December 9th between 7a.m. & 6 p.m. 
 

The  Original  La Crosse Area Cookie Walk 

YOUTH  SUNDAY 

SCHOOL  

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday, Dec. 4th— 

      Rehearsal at 8:50 a.m.  

      in youth choir room 

                     & 

       Rehearsal at 11:00 a.m. 

       in church sanctuary. 

 

Sunday, Dec. 11th—  

       Rehearsal at 8:50 a.m.  

       In youth choir room 

                      & 

       Rehearsal at 11:00 a.m.  

       in church sanctuary 

 

Saturday, Dec. 17— 

        Dress Rehearsal at 9:00 

        a.m. in church sanctuary 

 

Sunday, Dec. 18ð 

         Pageant Performance at 

         the 10:00 a.m. service. 
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   CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

            SATURDAY, December 24 

     3:00 P.M. CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

     5:00 P.M. CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  

 

 

   CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 
       SUNDAY, December 25 

       10:00 a.m. Service ONLY  

GIVING TREE  
 

This year we will be sponsoring TWO different 
organizations for our Christmas Giving Tree. 

The white mittens on the tree will benefit  
children from a North Side school, and the 

red socks will go to children of the inmates at 
the La Crosse County jail.  

 
 The ornaments are on the tree  

 and all gifts should be returned to  
church by December 18 th . 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help to make some childôs  

Christmas a great one!!  
 

THANK YOU!  

NEVER ALONE  

 

On Friday night December 16th, the Never 
Alone group will meet at The View  

Restaurant, Hwy. 16, at 5:30 p.m. for a night 
of food and fellowship hosted by the Deacons.  

 
The Holiday season can be very difficult for 

husbands or wives who have lost a loved one, 
regardless how long its been.  The Holidays 
bring back many memories that make the  

season very difficult.  Please join us for  
supper and a time for fellowship.  At the  

dinner Pastor Scott will pass out brochures 
with information on how to cope with the   

emotions of the holidays.  
Please sign up in the Narthex and join us for 

an evening out.  



 

2011 NPC SESSION 
 

    Personnel          
                                  Bob Burns……………………………….782-3665 

 

               Membership & Nominating 
   

                    Rosie Gilman…………………………...780-5599 

 

               Building / Grounds 

 

                     Glenn Peterson………………………….399-1462 

 

               Clerk of Session 
 

                               Joyce Shanks…………………………….782-8892 

 

               Mission / Evangelism 

 

                               Nancy Reader…………………………...783-0723 

                                 

     Marketing / Communications 

 

                   Jim Taylor………………………………..783-3125 

 

                                  Christian Education/ Youth 

 

                                        Jeanne Christiansen ……………………...786-3784 

 

                Stewardship / Audit 

 

                                        Dave Molling……………………………..317-0076 

 

                Worship & Music 

 

                                        Thor Riedesel……………………………..779-5445 

 
   

                                     2011 NPC DEACONS 

 

                        Sandy Halderson …………………….783-0106 

 

                      Patty Peppers ………………….(507) 896-2269 

 

                      Karen Smith …………………………788-1549 

 

                      Jeff Alexander…………………(507) 450-0426 

 

                      Arch & Cathy Harris…………………781-2395 

 

                      Jim & Julie Rasmusson ……………...788-8605 

 

                      Bill & Sue Leathen…………………...783-3133 

 

                      Jerry & Kathy Runice ………………..783-4214 

 

                      Bernadette Taylor…………………….782-2332 

                                       

Remove this page and place on your  

Bulletin board for reference 


